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but he could not have passed the matter without notice.
Supposing the whole statement were true and admitted to
be true by M. himself, would he be justified or excused
because he is a writer and historian, and the informant an
obscure man, as Senator Sumner declares? How was the
Secretary to know without inquiry, and in what way so
well as by direct application to Motley himself?

Seward says he shall answer the call of the Senate by giv-
ing the whole letter and the name of his informant. I said
that was not, in my opinion, right unless his informant con-
sented; that I did not like this tamely responding to calls
which neither house had a right to make, if the commun-
ication was given in confidence. Seward, without stating
whether his informant was or was not willing, replied that
it was best to throw the whole matter before Congress;
that, if we declined, it would only make them the more
noisy and peremptory. I replied that I would act on no
such principle. Some one interrupted by asking the name
of the informant, and he said it was, I think, McCracken,
a gentleman of character and large wealth, the former
proprietor of Fort Washington, New York.

There may be circumstances and facts desirable to be
made public, and the informant may consent to the sur-
render of his name, but I apprehend not, and if not, the
disclosure is impolitic and wrong. I have so little confid-
ence in the judgment, discretion, and courage of Seward
that I shall feel uncomfortable until I know more. He
is timid when cornered, and does many things that are
strange. He stated to-day, among other things, that when
he a few weeks ago brought forward Mr. Motley's letter of
resignation, he had in his portfolio a soothing letter in reply,
to the effect that his tender of resignation was perhaps
made without due consideration, he would please recon-
sider, etc. This letter, he says, by some inadvertence had
been sent off to Mr. M., the President, in the mean time,
having accepted the resignation and nominated another
person.